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THE PRIMARY AND LOWER SCHOOLS

Viewpoint’s Primary and Lower Schools provide a nurturing environment to promote
the positive social, emotional, physical, and intellectual growth of young children. Our
traditional, structured approach creates a secure environment which allows creativity to
blossom and encourages young students to develop critical thinking skills.

The overall goal of the program for Kindergarten through Fifth Grade is to provide each
child with a variety of learning experiences guided by enthusiastic teachers who recognize
that children grow in unique and varying ways. The School’s atmosphere encourages
each student to strive for a high level of academic achievement and to gain self-esteem.
Our experience has shown that initial appropriate placement is the key to educational
success; therefore, great care is taken to ascertain the developmental readiness of each
child.

Primary and Lower Schools incorporate a variety of teaching methods to enrich the
curriculum. Viewpoint’s philosophy maintains that a good education teaches children to
think and to develop good judgment. The acquisition of these skills relies on a thorough
interdisciplinary curriculum that relates all subject matter in a sequential manner.

Specialized classroom environments and trained teachers in enrichment subjects such as
art, computer, foreign language, music, library, physical education, and science complement
the core curriculum. Classes and materials in these subjects are specifically geared for the
younger child.

CURRICULUM SEQUENCE AND INTEGRATION

Viewpoint School’s administrators and faculty work collaboratively to ensure that the
entire curriculum is sequential, integrated and mapped throughout the School’s thirteen
grades. Skills taught in each grade level are designed to prepare students for that which is
to be mastered in the following grade: teachers of First Grade, for example, fully
comprehend the Kindergarten curriculum from which their students emerged, but are
also familiar with the Second Grade curriculum for which they must prepare their pupils.

Within each grade level in Primary and Lower Schools, the core subject teachers and
enrichment teachers work together to reinforce academic concepts in an interdisciplinary
way, so that the abstract becomes tangible. For example, art teachers strengthen math
skills by incorporating basic geometric shapes when the children are taught figure drawing;
computer teachers may underpin the core teacher’s social studies unit by tying in projects
and assignments.

Foreign language and music teachers attune the children’s ears to variations in pitch,
sound, and pronunciation, furthering their mastery of language arts. By reinforcing each
aspect of learning in several different variations, students retain and comprehend the
information, and are able to build more effectively on their previous learning.
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MISSION STATEMENT

Viewpoint School, an independent coeducational school with grades from Kindergarten
through Twelve, offers its students a rigorous college preparatory education in a nurturing
environment. An integral part of the educational process at Viewpoint is the development
of a love of learning and of those qualities which provide strength and direction for a
lifetime. Viewpoint recognizes the uniqueness of each child and is committed to the
identification, preservation, and development of that individuality. Viewpoint School
teaches with respect the wisdom and traditions of the world’s cultures and faiths. The
School’s philosophy is based upon the love of God and country, and is inspired by the
Judeo-Christian values upon which our nation was founded.

SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

Founded in 1961, Viewpoint School is a nondenominational, nonprofit day school. Young
people grow intellectually, socially, and emotionally in the School’s nurturing environment.
Viewpoint offers a challenging academic program, emphasizing excellence and
achievement, while providing individualized attention.

The School provides its students with the proper balance of knowledge and skills in
critical thinking, while helping them to attain a healthy sense of self-esteem. This blend
allows our children to become successful students in college and responsible adults capable
of wise decision making.

We believe in actively promoting ethical values among our students. Indeed, it would be
irresponsible to send well-educated young people into the world without a firm foundation
of moral principles. We teach a respect for the rights and feelings of others and instill a
spirit of community service in our students. Within this environment, students learn to
value the differences among individuals and to appreciate the unique contributions each
person adds to Viewpoint’s diverse community.

At Viewpoint, we find that a sound education is a joint enterprise involving the School
and its faculty, our students, and their parents. Together we generate an eagerness to
learn, a willingness to work diligently, and a desire to be active in the community. Students
develop fundamental skills, an understanding of the subject matter, high standards for
their work, and a sense of pride in their accomplishments.
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PRIMARY AND LOWER SCHOOLS’ MISSION OF GLOBAL STUDIES:
“MAKING GLOBAL CONNECTIONS”

The Primary and Lower Schools’ global studies mission is to send students to Middle
School with a curiosity about the world and other cultures, an awareness of their place in
the wider, diverse world, and an age-appropriate understanding of world geography. The
students will also have a sense of their own worth and the worth of others as well as an
appropriate understanding of social justice and moral responsibility. The students will
gain an appreciation for cultural similarities and differences.

LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

Viewpoint’s graduates are literate in the humanities, mathematics, science, technology,
the arts, and a second language.

Viewpoint’s graduates demonstrate useful physical skills, cooperative teamwork,
sportsmanship, and a lifelong interest in fitness and health.

Viewpoint’s graduates demonstrate creative and critical thinking.

Viewpoint’s graduates embody integrity, compassion, tolerance, responsibility, discernment,
and optimism.

Viewpoint’s graduates develop excellent intellectual and communication skills.

The achievement of these expectations enables Viewpoint’s graduates to be lifelong learners
and productive, active citizens who serve their communities.
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW BY GRADE

PRIMARY SCHOOL: KINDERGARTEN
The Kindergarten program introduces and develops academic skills in reading,
language arts, printing, writing, and arithmetic. Critical thinking skills are encouraged,
and new concepts and techniques are presented sequentially. To balance the program,
students engage in hands-on activities to help them grasp the application of basic
concepts. Children also work at Centers – special locations set up around the room
for activities, games, and puzzles, each designed to reinforce skills and concepts.

PRIMARY SCHOOL: FIRST GRADE
The First Grade program encourages students to develop fluency and confidence in
oral reading. A variety of writing techniques are introduced and implemented
throughout the year. In arithmetic, manipulatives reinforce basic skills. Emphasis is
placed on fact families through 18, number relationships, and problem solving.
Opportunities are provided to participate in enrichment centers, allowing students
to work independently.

PRIMARY SCHOOL: SECOND GRADE
The Second Grade curriculum reviews, reinforces, and introduces concepts while
preparing students for the independence required for success in Third Grade. After
directed lessons, the students complete daily class work independently. Small motor
skills are further developed with D’Nealian printing. Students are formally introduced
to the writing process. They begin using a daily log to practice new concepts, record
information, and keep track of homework.

LOWER SCHOOL: THIRD GRADE
The development of self-reliance, responsibility, organizational skills, and independent
work habits is a major focus of Third Grade. The primary academic goals are to
achieve mastery of the basic facts of multiplication and division, language skills, and
cursive handwriting. The Third Grade curriculum further develops writing skills
with the continued study of the formal paragraph. Teachers begin a more sophisticated
and sequential program in social studies. Students learn reference skills by using
encyclopedias and other resources. The integration of historical information, class
discussions, reference skills, and writing skills help students produce their first informal
reports.

LOWER SCHOOL: FOURTH GRADE
In Fourth Grade, students apply previously learned skills and continue to acquire
knowledge and understanding for more in-depth studies. The development of
responsibility, self-reliance, organizational skills, critical thinking, and independent
work habits is emphasized. In accordance with these skills, students will benefit from
enriching math, social studies, and language arts programs. The trip to the Orange
County Marine Institute at Dana Point and the California Fiesta are extensions of
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the social studies program and are only two of the many highlights throughout the
year.

LOWER SCHOOL: FIFTH GRADE
The Fifth Grade curriculum is designed to prepare students for Middle School. The
core homeroom provides the guidance and security that young adolescents need as
they are encouraged to become more independent in the preparation and completion
of their assignments. Academic work at this grade level becomes more challenging
and comprehensive, and includes long term assignments to foster time management
skills. Differentiated instruction allows teachers to successfully address the more
complicated mathematical concepts and writing skills. Instruction includes the
teachers’ assistance in developing study habits that allow the students to become
more efficient and successful in their academic work. The trip to Astrocamp and
presentation of Year-At-A-Glance are culminating highlights of Fifth Grade.
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CORE SUBJECTS

READING AND LITERATURE

Kindergarten students focus on phonetic and decoding skills, vocabulary
development, and comprehension, including answering factual questions, making
predictions, and sequencing. Teachers in Kindergarten employ a wide variety of
stories and activities to build students’ vocabulary, through reading and discussion.
A core principle of Viewpoint’s Kindergarten reading program centers on our belief
that children learn more rapidly and gain more confidence in their decoding skills
when they are introduced to the long vowel rule first. Short vowel decoding follows.

In First Grade, emphasis is placed on rhythm, fluency, oral expression, choral reading,
oral paraphrasing, vocabulary development, and classifying and defining synonyms,
antonyms and compound words. In addition, lessons focus on comprehension,
response to factual and interpretive questions, sequencing, predicting, main idea,
and dramatization. Teachers and students read aloud and discuss core literature
selections to further develop vocabulary and comprehension, while also creating a
love for reading.

By Second Grade, teachers work to foster a love of independent reading. Students
strive to further develop oral reading with fluency and expression. Discussion as well
as written assignments emphasize comprehension, inference, cause and effect, and
critical thinking. Phonics and word attack skills are expanded. Children’s literature,
including the classics, provides opportunities for integrated cross-curricular language
units.

Third Graders concentrate on development of vocabulary with synonyms and
antonyms. They learn how to make comparisons and write descriptions. They practice
both silent and oral reading while strengthening comprehension. Further critical
thinking skills of sequencing, main idea, inference, and content are also incorporated.
Literature selections stress vocabulary development, plot, and character analysis
through class discussion, dramatization, and written assignments. Books include a
variety of fables, Charlotte’s Web, BFG, The Hundred Dresses, and Love That Dog.
Book report selections include Stone Fox and James and the Giant Peach.

In Fourth Grade, vocabulary development and comprehension skills, both basic
recall and critical thinking, are integrated across the curriculum. In literature, students
read The Trumpet of the Swan, Island of the Blue Dolphins, The Phantom Tollbooth,
The Whipping Boy, poetry selections, and a Newbery Award winning book of their
choice. Students enhance their understanding of plot, setting, theme, author’s purpose,
and a variety of literary forms and styles. The use of various reading strategies helps
make reading more meaningful.
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By Fifth Grade, vocabulary development continues, while students also focus on
literal, inferential, and critical comprehension skills. They improve their reference,
study, and content reading skills as well as their literary proficiency. Students develop
critical reading skills while focusing on theme, point of view, characterization, types
of conflict, and use of literary device. Reading selections include short stories,
biographies, and poetry, as well as The Cay, Maniac Magee, The Devil’s Arithmetic,
The Giver, and Stargirl .

LANGUAGE ARTS AND WRITING

Kindergarten students learn the parts of a simple sentence, including nouns and
verbs. They are introduced to capitalization and punctuation. Students dictate, write,
and illustrate creative age appropriate stories.

In First Grade, students develop fluency in sentence writing with emphasis placed
on correct punctuation. Grammar skills include proper use of nouns, verbs, and
adjectives. Students have many opportunities to write creative stories with a beginning,
middle, and end. A variety of poetic styles are introduced.

Second Grade students continue to identify and define parts of speech including
nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, direct objects, and adverbs. They learn the proper
use of commas, quotation marks, and end marks. They explore journal writing, and
are introduced to writing paragraphs. The writing curriculum emphasizes answering
questions in complete sentences, paraphrasing, creative stories, poetry and research
reports. Students are taught to use the dictionary and thesaurus.

In Third Grade, students learn varied syntax, the written analysis of sentence patterns.
They learn to define and identify the parts of a sentence: complete and simple subject
and predicate, adjectives, and nouns. They study present, past, and future verb tenses,
learn to properly use quotation marks, and work on their composition skills through
fables, poetry, descriptive writing, persuasive writing, explanatory writing, journal
writing, and short stories. They use the encyclopedia, dictionary, and thesaurus.

Fourth Graders focus on parts of speech and their usage, as well as parts of a sentence,
including subject, predicate, and prepositional phrases. They review and expand the
agreement of subject and predicate, as well as correct capitalization and punctuation.
In writing, they learn prewriting, first draft, rewriting, editing, and publication.
They compose descriptive paragraphs, essays, biographies, summaries, and poetry.

By Fifth Grade, the language arts study concentrates on the writing process. Students
review parts of speech, sentence type and structure, and writing mechanics which
they reinforce through application. Students hone their writing skills while focusing
on topic sentences, supporting details, transitions, proofreading, revision, and
eventually typing their final drafts using word processing. Students study different
genres of writing by reading works such as Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee, early
American tall tales, scary stories, essays and poetry. Students break down effective
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methods and then apply these techniques to a variety of creative and critical writing
assignments. In addition, students begin to analyze writing and develop their own
unique voice in a variety of journal-based activities. Students also have the opportunity
to participate in a variety of dramatic plays, scene reenactments, and poetry readings
to further develop confidence in public speaking and theater arts.

SPELLING

Kindergarteners study consonants and one-syllable short and long vowel words.
Through dictation, they learn to write words and sentences.

In First Grade, students learn about combinations of letters that constitute consonant
blends, digraphs, and diphthongs (blended letter sounds like oi or ea). Students
begin working in a traditional spelling workbook and study weekly word lists for
proficiency.

Second Grade students work in a traditional spelling workbook to learn spelling
rules. Weekly assessments of word lists and dictated sentences strengthen spelling
proficiency.

Third Graders concentrate on homophones, contractions, syllabification, prefixes
and suffixes, singular and plural possessive nouns, and spelling dictation.

In Fourth and Fifth Grades, spelling is emphasized across the curriculum. Students
are expected to correctly integrate all of the above, including the proper use of regular
and irregular verbs, into each subject taught. Both grades use a traditional spelling
workbook to reinforce spelling rules.

ARITHMETIC

Teaching arithmetic concepts to Kindergarten students requires making the abstract
become concrete and tangible. Concepts learned include classification and patterns,
addition and subtraction to 18, counting and number recognition to 100,
introduction to place value, identification of basic shapes, simple measurement,
calendar skills, and an introduction to time and money. Teachers use manipulatives
to help the students grasp the application of these concepts. Mental math exercises,
problem-solving skills, and number relationships are emphasized.

First Graders learn place value and number order up to 100, addition and subtraction
without regrouping, telling time, graphing, money, fractions, and measurement.
Students are exposed to multiplication and division. Activities which emphasize
number sense, problem solving and critical thinking skills are an integral part of the
curriculum.

In Second Grade, students further strengthen their skills through directed lessons,
games, manipulatives, activities, and word problems. They are held responsible for
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knowing addition and subtraction facts to 18. Students focus on place value, while
increasing their skills with multi-digit addition and subtraction, including regrouping.
They learn multiplication and division facts through the 12 tables. They study
fractions, measurement, geometry, graphs, time, and money. Mental math exercises
and problem-solving skills are an integral part of the curriculum.

MATHEMATICS

Third Grade students learn place value and order to one million, and multidigit
addition and subtraction. They are expected to master multiplication and division
tables one to 12, two-place multiplication, long division with single digit divisors,
application word problems (four operations), time, and graphing. They are introduced
to customary and metric measurements, and basic geometric concepts. They study
fractions, decimals, probability, mental math exercises, problem-solving, and critical-
thinking skills.

Mathematics in Fourth Grade focuses on place value and order to one hundred
million, rounding and estimation, three-place multiplication and division using one-
digit divisors and multiple dividends, averaging, word problems with multiple steps,
exponents, factors and multiples, equal fractions and comparison, addition and
subtraction of fractions and decimals, geometry, algebra readiness, adding, subtracting,
and converting measurement, graphing, simple application of ratio, probability and
statistics, mental math exercises, and problem-solving techniques and strategies.

In Fifth Grade, teachers will use differentiated instruction in mathematics. Students
review all whole number operations and word problems, and are introduced to order
of operations, whole number properties, greatest common factor and least common
multiple, prime factorization, four operations with fractions, mixed numbers,
decimals, ratios, and application word problems. They study metric and standard
measurement and conversion, angles and protractor use, perimeter and area of
polygons, angle measurement of polygons, application of geometry, computing
circumference and area of circles, volume of prisms, and construction of graphs.
Additionally, students justify their understanding of concepts by writing mathematical
explanations and connecting to real world experiences.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Kindergarten students study their families, holidays,  community, seasons, and
beginning mapping skills. Students learn the richness and diversity of different cultures
through our global education program.

In First Grade, students continue to study holidays, traditions, and seasons, as well
as mapping and geography skills. As part of global education, an introduction to the
cultures of various countries, including customs, clothing, and cooking is presented.
The Weekly Reader is an integral part of the curriculum.

The Second Grade students study the concepts of home, city, state, country, and
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continent, with emphasis on America and famous Americans. The program continues
to focus on map skills. Students learn the proper use of the atlas as a resource guide.
Students share the richness and diversity of different cultures through our global
education studies program.

In Third Grade, students learn more challenging map skills, continents and oceans,
topography, Native American cultures by region, and U.S. geography including states
and capitals. Research skills are integrated through the writing of a Native American
and state report.

Fourth Graders study California geography, explorers and settlers, the Spanish
Mission and Rancho Periods, and the Gold Rush. Students read Patty Reed’s
Doll, Two Years Before the Mast and By the Great Horn Spoon. They focus on
California map skills and explore the transcontinental railroad, California’s diverse
cultures, and current events. Research skills are integrated with language arts
through the writing of a report on a California mission.

In Fifth Grade, students continue to hone their map skills. They study the geography
and political units of the United States, and focus on American history from the
early explorers to the Civil War era. Emphasis is placed on historical figures, events,
and trends. Students incorporate skills such as note taking, outlining, debating,
simulations, interpretation of primary documents, and collaboration.

PENMANSHIP

Kindergarteners develop their fine motor skills by learning manuscript printing,
with emphasis on proper spacing and letter formation. Children are initially
introduced to letters grouped by similarity of formation, such as the “Eight Cs” (the
letters c, a, d, g, q, o, e, s).

First Graders continue to develop and practice their skills in manuscript printing,
emphasizing proper spacing and letter formation.

In Second Grade, students incorporate D’Nealian printing as a precursor to cursive,
with letters formed in a single stroke and slightly slanted. A workbook is used for
daily practice.

In Third through Fifth Grade, students continue their development and mastery of
cursive writing skills.

REFERENCE AND STUDY SKILLS (LOWER SCHOOL)

Third Grade students begin regular use of the dictionary, encyclopedia, and thesaurus.
In addition, the students are introduced to note taking skills.

In Fourth Grade, students learn to gather information from reference books and
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multimedia sources. They practice note taking, outlining, inferencing, and context
clues, and they regularly use the dictionary and thesaurus.

Fifth Graders continue their use of varied reference books, including the dictionary
and thesaurus. They work on reading with a purpose, use of the library, note taking,
outlining, internet sources, and community networks.

ENRICHMENT SUBJECTS

ART

Art instruction at Viewpoint takes place in studio style classrooms especially designed
and equipped for our youngest children, under the guidance of teachers who themselves
are specialists in fine arts.

In Kindergarten, fine motor skills are developed and reinforced through drawing,
painting, cutting, pasting, and sculpture. The students explore color, line, shape,
pattern, collage, and three-dimensional construction while creating projects. Materials
used include watercolors, oil and chalk pastels, crayons, acrylic paints, construction
paper, and clay. Students are introduced to and encouraged to use the vocabulary of
the arts during art appreciation discussions about artistic form and content in master
works of art.

In First Grade, students continue to hone fine motor skills through drawing, cutting,
and painting. Projects are often integrated with homeroom and other enrichment
curricula to enhance and reinforce learning. Media art explored includes oil and
chalk pastels, watercolors, acrylic paints, ink, and clay. Master prints are used to
stimulate discussion about artistic style, form, and content.

Second Grade art students gain a basic understanding of the color wheel (primary and
secondary colors, complementary colors, and warm vs. cool colors), contour drawing,
line, form, symmetry, and texture. Materials used include oil pastels, watercolor,
crayons, construction paper, ink, and clay. The students explore and identify the terms
“abstract,” “realistic,” and “non-objective.”

In Third Grade, students reinforce their understanding of line, form, value, shape,
space, texture, and color. Various artists and styles are discussed. The students work
in various media such as pastels, tempera, acrylic, watercolor, and clay. Projects are
often integrated with homeroom and other enrichment curricula to enhance and
reinforce learning. There are literature connections with most units.

In Fourth Grade, students continue to explore the seven elements of art within their
compositions. A variety of  media and art movements are explored using pastels,
Prismacolor pencils, tempera, printing, watercolor, and clay. A drawing project is
integrated with a writing assignment to enhance learning.
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Fifth Grade students will identify and describe characteristics of representational,
abstract, and nonrepresentational works of art as well as identify and describe the
principles of design in visual compositions, emphasizing unity and harmony.  They
will concentrate on drawing with a variety of media: pastels, acrylics, tempera, clay,
Prismacolor pencils, and found objects. Art appreciation is a large part of each unit.
The students will read literature, watch videos, and discuss Master Prints of the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to
express their observations.

COMPUTER

The Primary and Lower Schools each maintain a computer lab which students regularly
visit to enhance their technological skills. The computer labs and equipment are
ergonomically designed to accommodate our youngest children. Dedicated computer
teachers introduce students to age-appropriate concepts and the correct and safe use of
the Internet.

Kindergarten students are introduced to general technological vocabulary and basic
keyboard functions. They learn to use the mouse, space bar, enter key, and arrow keys,
as well as proper care and safe use of equipment. They also learn to open and close a file,
access the menu bar, print, and work cooperatively using information technology tools,
including projects using the Internet. Students use age-appropriate application
software for comprehension, vocabulary development, classification, grade-level
arithmetic concepts, and creative expression through student-generated graphics.

First Grade students work on mastering general technology, vocabulary, and keyboard
functions, opening, closing, and printing of a file, and following a sequence of steps
to perform a task. They are introduced to specific terminology to describe and identify
hardware and software, and use age-appropriate application software in the areas of
language arts and arithmetic. Finally, students utilize their creative expression through
student-generated graphics software.

In Second Grade, students are introduced to word processing and touch typing.
Emphasis is placed on accuracy as children learn correct keyboard finger placement
and special key functions. Students continue to use age-appropriate application
software to support their language arts, arithmetic, and social studies curriculum, as
well as graphic software for creative expression.

Third Graders continue their study of touch typing and word processing, expanding
on their skills. They learn age-appropriate application software to integrate with the
classroom curriculum in the areas of language arts, arithmetic, social studies, science,
and art. Internet safety guidelines are emphasized.

In Fourth Grade, students use technology to retrieve and organize information; they
draw conclusions based on data retrieved from various sources including the Internet.
They also learn age-appropriate application software to integrate with the classroom
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curriculum in the areas of language arts, arithmetic, social studies, art, science, and
foreign language. Computer programming is introduced. Safety and responsibility
are emphasized when using the World Wide Web.

Fifth Grade students continue to practice keyboarding, word processing, and
programming. Students retrieve, organize, and draw conclusions using information
from electronic and other sources. They continue to use age-appropriate application
software to integrate with projects originating in the student’s academic subjects,
and are taught the need for security and privacy of electronic information. Online
safety continues to be a primary focus. Students are expected to demonstrate a
willingness to be self-reliant when using technology tools, and to develop a concern
for the socially responsible use of information technology tools, being inclusive of
gender, culture, and ability.

LIBRARY

PRIMARY SCHOOL LIBRARY

The Primary School Library is located in the Prinn Library. The Library offers storytelling,
reading, and literature-related activities to our youngest students in a warm and nurturing
environment. Special programs such as author visits and book fairs augment the Library’s
services. A biographical hero and heroine’s life story reflects the character trait being
emphasized each month in our Character Education Program. A computer is available
for catalog searches and educational games.

Kindergarten students visit the Prinn Library for story time with the librarian, and
are introduced to concepts such as parts of a book, pages, cover, title page, and
illustrations. Browsing and free reading are encouraged. Students begin to check out
books from the library in Kindergarten.

In First Grade, Prinn Library time reinforces concepts and terms introduced in
Kindergarten, and students spend time with the librarian for story time and book-
related activities.

Second Graders use their Prinn Library time to reinforce and enhance the concepts
and terms previously introduced, and they continue to be exposed to a variety of
authors at this level. They study poetry and folk tales, as well as a Caldecott unit
emphasizing illustrative techniques.

LOWER SCHOOL LIBRARY

The Lower School Library is located in the Prinn Library. It serves students in Grades
Three through Five and faculty teaching Kindergarten through Grade Five. The Lower
School Library offers access to the entire Viewpoint School collection via the electronic
catalog. Students come to the library on a regularly scheduled basis to learn and practice
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library and research skills. A number of Dell PC computers afford students and faculty
the opportunity to search the catalog collection, word process, utilize the Internet and
our subscription databases, and consult WorldBook Online, The New Book of Knowledge
The Encyclopedia Americana, or SIRS Discoverer. Special programs such as author visits
and book fairs augment the Library’s services. An extensive audiovisual and professional
resource collection exists to support curriculum and faculty.

Third Grade students using the Lower School Library learn about copyright and
copyright pages, and master the use of table of contents, indexes, and glossaries.
They are introduced to chapter books read to them by the librarian in bimonthly
installments.

Fourth Graders using the Lower School Library learn about genres in literature and
are introduced to reference books discussed by types. They are introduced to the use
of the Dewey Decimal System and the use of the electronic and card catalogs.

Fifth Grade students use the library for book reports and the research paper. The
students are introduced to several of the available online databases.

MUSIC

The music program provides a nurturing environment for all students to develop their
musical abilities. Talented instructors teaching in music studios equipped with age-
appropriate materials and instruments utilize two methodologies to bring musical meaning
to each child: the Kodály and Orff Methods. The Kodály Method, founded by Hungarian
composer and educator Zoltán Kodály, utilizes folk songs and the solfège (solfeggio) system
of hand signs and music syllables to teach singing skills. The Orff Method, developed by
German composer Carl Orff, concentrates on the playing of pitched and nonpitched
percussion instruments, as the students use song, improvisation, and movement to explore
the many facets of music.

Students throughout the Primary and Lower School music program also learn an
appreciation of musicians and composers who exhibit a wide variety of musical styles.
During the year, all students have the opportunity to perform in a variety of musical
events, including grade-level musical productions, and assemblies.

Formal study of an instrument as a regular part of the academic program begins with
recorder in Fourth Grade and a string or wind instrument in Fifth Grade. However,
parents of First through Fourth Grade students also have the option of beginning their
children early on a string instrument, with morning or afternoon lessons that are
supplemental to the regular curriculum. In addition, First and Second Graders may also
participate in the optional after-school Primary Chorus, while the Lower School Chorus
enlists Third, Fourth, and Fifth Graders.

In Kindergarten, students are introduced to musical concepts such as steady beat
and rhythm, using songs, chants, and rhythm games. They learn through movement
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to music, and improvisation on pitched and nonpitched percussion instruments.
Through solfège, they are introduced to the various fundamentals of music,
vocalization, and sight-reading.

In First Grade, the concepts introduced in Kindergarten are reinforced. Students
continue to learn about beat and rhythm through exercises and games. They learn
unison and two-part songs and chants, folk dances, and singing games. They continue
to play pitched and nonpitched percussion instruments. Optional Suzuki-method
instruction on violin, viola, or cello is available for an additional fee.

In Second Grade, the previously learned concepts continue to be reinforced and
extended. Students work on beginning rhythmic dictation, and expanded use of
pitched and nonpitched percussion instruments as accompaniment to songs. Optional
Suzuki-method instruction on violin, viola, or cello is available for an additional fee.

Third Grade students sing in unison and begin to focus on proper singing techniques.
They learn partner songs and read sequential music rhythms. They study music
with movement and play pitched and nonpitched Orff instruments. Third grade
students are also introduced to reading music on the Treble staff. Music of different
genres and cultures is experienced, and the students become familiar with great
composers. Optional traditional instruction on violin, viola, cello, or bass is available
for an additional fee.

By Fourth Grade, students are ready for formal instruction on a musical instrument.
In addition to studying the great composers, Fourth Graders learn to play the soprano
recorder reading the treble clef staff, and they begin improvisation on the recorder.
They will perform at various times throughout the year. Optional traditional
instruction on violin, viola, cello, or bass is available for an additional fee.

Fifth Graders study General Music in conjunction with either Beginning Band or
Beginning Strings.

In General Music, Fifth Grade students continue their study of accurately reading
and writing music notation. Focus is on the understanding of music concepts. They
learn about various composers from around the world and music history. Emphasis
is on singing with proper vocal technique and correct intonation. Fifth grade students
perform as a choral group at Holiday program and Final Assembly.

Fifth Graders may select to play the violin, viola, cello, or bass in Beginning Strings,
for students with no prior string experience, or Advanced Strings, for students with
prior experience playing a stringed instrument. Emphasis is placed on proper posture,
technical development, intonation, tone quality, and rhythm. Students perform several
times throughout the year.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

At Viewpoint School, we believe that physical education plays a meaningful and necessary
role in the overall education of our students. The School’s physical education program
enables students to discover their unique talents and to develop their levels of fitness, self-
assurance, and teamwork at all grade levels. Our experienced coaches teach fundamental
skills and always encourage good sportsmanship.

In Kindergarten, students are introduced to fundamental locomotor skills: running,
skipping, jumping, hand-eye and foot-eye coordination, body spatial awareness
activities, rhythmic movements, tumbling, and identification of large muscle groups.

In First Grade, students work on reinforcement of fundamental locomotor skills,
balance and coordination, body spatial awareness, and tumbling. They are introduced
to aquatics, rope and hoop activities, lead-up games in team sports, and physical
fitness testing.

In Second Grade, students focus on refinement of basic physical skills. Fundamental
concepts in team sports, recreational activities, and essential aquatic skills are
reinforced. Students continue with physical fitness testing and muscle identification.

By Third Grade, students begin changing clothes for physical education class.
Dedicated instructors assist students in cultivating skills and strategies in team sports.
Students strengthen their aquatic skills, continue physical fitness testing, and work
on rhythmic movements.

Fourth Graders continue development of learned physical skills. They focus on
strategies and position responsibilities in team sports through the use of intramural
tournament activities. They continue physical fitness testing, aquatics, and rhythmic
movements.

Fifth Grade is the first year in which students may participate in Viewpoint’s vast
interscholastic athletic program. Students can compete in flag football, basketball,
soccer, volleyball, swimming, baseball, and softball. Physical education classes consist
of continued development in individual sports, team sports, recreational activities,
and physical fitness testing.

SCIENCE

Viewpoint’s science laboratories showcase hands-on activities and experiments, all of which
provide a stimulating exposure to the physical, earth, and life sciences. In the Primary and
Lower School science labs, tables and equipment are especially designed to accommodate
the small size of our youngest students. Primary and Lower Schoolers look forward to
their lab time with dedicated science teachers. Class time is spent both indoors and outdoors
with special visits to our Ecolet outdoor classroom. In addition, students participate in
two science hands-on workshops and/or interactive assemblies during the fall and spring
semesters.
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Kindergarteners study physical, earth, and life sciences. Students are introduced to
lab safety and laboratory equipment. Through numerous exciting experiments, they
are introduced to states and changes of matter, simple layers of the earth, magnetism,
an introduction to the solar system, human anatomy, study of our senses, health and
hygiene, rainforest ecosystems, environmental science, insect study with focus on
butterflies, and plant study. Students take a field trip to the Leonis Adobe Museum.

In First Grade, students continue to learn basic laboratory safety, scientific procedures,
proper use of equipment, balance and motion, sinking and floating, simple machines,
astronomy, fossils and prehistoric animals, ocean life, tide pools, the kelp forest and
sandy shore, nutrition, dental health, silkworm life cycles, plants and seeds, growing
a garden from seeds, and environmental science. Students take a field trip to the Los
Angeles Natural History Museum.

Second Graders continue their study of general, physical, earth, and life sciences,
including units on laboratory safety, light, color, optics, sound, weather, the water
cycle, geology, habitats, plants, flowers, supermarket botany, animal classification,
microscopes, and deep-sea biology. A local field trip is scheduled to enhance the
curriculum.

Third Grade students further their lab studies of physical science through work on
electricity and magnetism, simple machines, and an introduction to the scientific
method. In earth science, they focus on earthquake awareness, erosion,  and a brief
review of astronomy. Life science for Third Graders includes a study of the human
body’s skeletal, muscular, circulatory, and respiratory systems. The students are
introduced to Scientific Classification focusing on spiders and other arthropods.

In Fourth Grade, students begin formal integration of scientific topics with their
other classes. This includes a study of the ocean, encompassing physical, earth, and
life science topics. This complements their literature study of Island of the Blue
Dolphins, and includes a field trip to the Ocean Institute in Dana Point, where
students study marine ecosystems on board an oceanographic vessel. Students also
complete a unit on the process of inventing and designing their own invention solely
in science class. They conduct water testing and study California tap water
management. They continue their study of basic laboratory safety and procedures,
and the scientific method. Units on ornithology and Lego NXT robotics round out
the program.

Fifth Graders utilize their lab time in more sophisticated study and experimentation
of electricity and magnetism. Students enhance their knowledge of the scientific
method, scientific classification, and the use of dichotomous keys and scientific tools
when they work on their “Design a Consumer Science Experiment” project. A cross-
curricular unit entitled “Why America is Free” encompasses the study of the senses,
classification systems, and physics. This unique program highlights the historical
significance and importance of Science. The Fifth Grade students participate in a
three-day field trip to Astrocamp as a culmination to the Astronomy unit. The students
also learn about nutrition through numerous activities and experiments. The nutrition
unit includes an introduction to human growth and development.
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WORLD LANGUAGE: FRENCH AND SPANISH

Primary and Lower School students enjoy the opportunity to become familiar with a
world language in dedicated language rooms supplied with authentic artifacts, props,
games, toys, videos, music, pictures, and costumes. World language concepts are taught
by immersion: students will only hear French or Spanish spoken by their teachers during
class time. The teachers utilize many bright and colorful objects in the classroom to
visually illustrate the ideas for the children, as well as to create a feeling for that language’s
culture.

At Viewpoint, the study of French begins in Kindergarten and may be continued through
Twelfth Grade. Students who wish to study Spanish may do so beginning in Third Grade,
and continue through Twelfth Grade. Latin and Mandarin Chinese are offered at Viewpoint
beginning in Middle School and continuing through Twelfth Grade.

FRENCH

French is introduced to Kindergarten students through play, songs, rhymes, coloring,
movement, and stories. The students learn greetings, good manners, simple commands
and responses, colors, numbers up to 10, body parts, animals, clothing, and fruits
and vegetables.

In First Grade, the students continue to learn French songs and rhymes, fairy tales,
play games, and build their vocabulary in the areas of family, shapes, days of the
week, months, weather, animals, food, and clothing. They learn numbers to twenty
and names for classroom objects. Students work on following oral directions and
commands.

Second Grade students continue their development of listening and speaking skills
in French through songs, poems, stories, games, and role playing. They build their
everyday vocabulary for conversation, sports, alphabet, seasons, and telling time,
and are introduced to matching written words with illustrations.

Third and Fourth Graders who choose to study French focus on the development
of the four linguistic skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The integrated
curriculum includes cultural studies, French children’s literature, arithmetic, science,
and music. Lessons are supplemented with age-appropriate tapes, videos, and games.

Fifth Graders who choose to study French will continue to focus on the development
of the four linguistic skills. Language at this stage is taught through communicative
and cultural contexts. Creative lessons integrate curriculum and include geography,
history, art, music, math, and science. Reading comprehension develops through
authentic texts and documents. Listening and speaking exercises are enriched with
age-appropriate tapes and videos.

SPANISH

Third and Fourth Graders who choose to study Spanish focus on the development
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of the four linguistic skills at an introductory level: listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. The integrated curriculum includes cultural studies, Spanish children’s
literature, arithmetic, science, art, music, and dance. Listening and speaking lessons
are facilitated through age-appropriate games, tapes, CDs, DVDs, and software
programs.

Fifth Graders who choose to study Spanish will continue to focus on the development
of the four linguistic skills. Language at this stage is taught through communicative
and cultural contexts. Creative lessons integrate curriculum and include geography,
history, art, music, math, and science. Listening and speaking lessons are facilitated
through age-appropriate games, tapes, CDs, DVDs, and software programs.

ASSEMBLIES

Regular assemblies are a tradition at Viewpoint, and represent an integral part of the
curriculum in Primary and Lower Schools. This time of coming together and sharing not
only reinforces the idea that students belong to a community in which they should take
pride, but also it offers opportunities for students to develop and practice their public
speaking and performing skills.

The Primary and Lower Schools each conduct their own separate regular assemblies,
with a different class responsible for hosting and performing at each event. Traditions
include the Pledge of Allegiance, patriotic song, the alma mater, and nondenominational
prayer, as well as remarks from the Divisional Head and Headmaster. In addition, classes
responsible for hosting and contributing prepare with their teachers to share their classroom
experiences through skits, songs, dances, poetry, or inspirational readings, all incorporated
within the theme of each particular assembly.

Even the youngest children quickly become comfortable speaking and making
presentations to an audience of their peers, teachers, and parents. Their fellow students as
spectators learn the value of what it means to be an engaged audience, to listen politely to
the performance, and to show appreciation for the performers’ hard work and preparation.
As a sign of respect for this important regular community event, students wear more
formal assembly-dress uniforms.

CHARACTER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Viewpoint’s character education program plants seeds of enthusiasm for building positive
relationships, understanding the value of our presence in the world and seeing ourselves
as active, responsible participants in our families, School and community. The curriculum
offers a variety of opportunities to teach and reinforce virtues such as friendship,
responsibility, compassion, and tolerance.

In Primary School, the character education program includes class discussions, books,
and projects that help children to identify those values that best define a civilized
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society. “Stretch” the giraffe is the Primary School character mascot. “Stretch”
recognizes and rewards students and classes who exhibit admirable character.

In Lower School, stories and skits demonstrate thought processes and actions that
promote specified values. Discussions and stickers reinforce acts of kindness and
character.

Each month, a different character trait is presented in the classroom and at assembly to
encourage students to realize the benefit and value of an ethical and moral life. A portion
of Viewpoint’s character education program encompasses the presentation to the children
of Bible verses that affirm the program’s goals. Examples include Luke 6:31—“Do unto
others as you would have them do unto you,” and Exodus 20:12—“Honor your father
and your mother.” A complete list of these verses is available for reference in the Parent
and Student Handbook.

MONTHLY CHARACTER TRAITS

September—Friendship
October—Responsibility
November—Respect
December—Compassion
January—Tolerance
February—Honesty
March—Courage
April—Respect for Environment
May—Loyalty
June—Family

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

At Viewpoint, we are dedicated to the education of our students’ hearts as well as their
minds. We strive to develop both intelligence and conscience. Volunteering helps students
to explore their particular talents and skills and to learn from others with experiences
different from their own.

Goals of the program include:

• To teach the value of compassion and caring.
• To learn how to put ideas into action.
• To become more aware of society’s needs and of an individual’s civic responsibility.
• To learn how one individual can be important to others.
• To gain personal experience and skills.
• To build self-esteem and self-reliance.

For our youngest children in Primary and Lower Schools, we seek to instill a spirit of
community service through age-appropriate activities on campus. Students have sponsored
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and participated in activities that have supported such organizations as the West Valley
Food Pantry, Haiti Relief, Book Ends, St. Jude’s Cancer Research, Saving the Rainforest
and Coral Reef, Habitat for Humanity, Guide Dogs of America, and Children Helping
Poor and Homeless People. The discussions and lessons that correspond with these activities
enable our youngest students to understand the needs of others while learning to contribute
to their community.

PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENT BODY

Primary School contributes annually to the Pennies for Peace Project. This project shows
that even the smallest denomination in our currency, much like the smallest students in
our community  can make a significant difference in our world.

STUDENT ACTION COMMITTEE
(LOWER SCHOOL)

In Lower School, the Student Action Committee provides students with the opportunity
to practice leadership skills while performing service activities on Viewpoint’s campus.
Each semester, students are elected by their peers to serve as Lower School Representatives.
Some of their responsibilities include: participating in projects that help beautify the
Primary and Lower School grounds, raising funds for charities by sponsoring ice cream
sundae and bake sales, collecting baby items for the Love and Care and Help the Babies
Foundation, and collecting gently used books for Book Ends.

Fifth Graders complete a mathematics unit where they create their own businesses, such
as jewelry making or soap making, conduct a campus sale over several days, and then
collect their business proceeds to make a charitable contribution. As a whole, the class
then votes on which charity should receive their businesses’ collective profits. Fifth Grade
classes annually present contributions of several thousand dollars to organizations such as
the American Cancer Society, Alzheimer’s Association, Make A Wish Foundation, and
the Heart Fund.
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DR. DWORKOSKI’S READING CLUB:
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE FOUR

We encourage all students in Kindergarten through Fourth Grade to participate in the
Headmaster’s Reading Club. This is a wonderful way to strengthen reading skills during
the summer. Entering Kindergarten and First Grade students who read or listen to twenty
books, and entering Second and Third students who read ten appropriate level books,
and Fourth Grade students who read five chapter books, should send their lists to Dr.
Dworkoski no later than the end of August. Students should include a note telling him
which book they enjoyed the most and why. In September, the School recognizes those
students who participated in the Reading Club. Students may select books from the
suggested lists which follow, or may choose their own.

REQUIRED SUMMER READING PROGRAM:
GRADE FIVE

Recreational reading is one of the most effective ways to develop verbal skills, and these
skills help to ensure a student’s success in school. Because of our belief in reading outside
the classroom, the Fifth Grade has established a required summer reading program.
Entering Fifth Grade students must read a minimum of two books from the list below
(see requirements). At the start of school, students should be prepared to write or speak
about their reading selections. For students who choose to read a total of three books, the
School will recognize their efforts in September as participating in the Headmaster’s Reading
Club.

Prior to beginning Fifth Grade in the fall, students are required to read Number the Stars
by Lois Lowry. One additional book must also be selected from the following list: Hatchet,
by Gary Paulsen; The Egypt Game, by Zilpha Keatley Snyder; Single Shard, by Linda Sue
Park; Esperanza Rising, by Pam Munoz Ryan; Bridge to Terabithia, by Katherine Paterson;
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH, by Robert C. O’Brien; Hoot, by Carl Hiaasen; Tuck
Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt; Johnny Tremain, by Ester Forbes (challenging and mature
content); or The High King, by Lloyd Alexander (challenging and mature content).

SUMMER MATH SKILLS SHARPENER:
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE FIVE

As important as reading over the summer is the need to practice arithmetic and math
skills. While not required, The Summer Math Skills Sharpener provides a wonderful sampling
of all the skills taught during the school year. Continued practice will ensure an easy
transition to the lessons of the next year. These books may be purchased in the Primary
and Lower School divisional offices.
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